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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman : 

Alderman  D.  H.  Maltby,  J.P. 

His  Worship  the  Mayob. 

Aldermen  : 

J.  Marriott,  J.P.  W.  Singleton,  J.P. 

Councillors : 

T.  Clarke,  T.  Martin, 

H.  Daniel,  E.  W.  Mellors, 

A.  Hardy,  J.  E.  Robinson, 


N.  Tarachand. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


STAFF. — The  Members  of  the  Staff  employed  in  the  Sanitary 
and  Public  Health  Work  of  the  Town,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  as  follows : — 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


Assistant  Inspector  . . . 


Bernard  Allman,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert, 
in  Meat  Inspection. 

Herbert  Allsop,  Cert.  R.S.I. 


Assistant  Inspector  . . . 


Wm.  T.  T.  Glassbrook,  Cert.  R.S.I. 


Senior  Health  Visitor 


Miss  M.  Boden,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  C.M.B., 
3  years’  general  training,  H.Y.  Cert. 


Health  Visitor 


Miss  Hunt,  3  years’  general  training, 
C.M.B.  Cert. 


Health  Visitor 


Disinfector 


Miss  P.  Goodwin,  3  years’  general 
training,  C.M.B.  Cert. 

(Appointed  to  succeed  Miss  White ; 
commenced  duty  11th  June,  1923.) 

George  Burton. 


Clerk 


Clerk 


E.  Y.  Hardwick;  also  acts  as  Labora¬ 
tory  Assistant. 

Miss  D.  Roberts,  half  time  to  Mater¬ 
nity  and  Child  Welfare  and  half 
to  School  Medical  Inspection  work. 

(Appointed  to  succeed  Miss  A.  M. 
Philips ;  commenced  duty  2nd  June, 
1923.) 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

EXCHANGE  ROW, 

MANSFIELD, 

May,  1924. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Mansfield. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  an  Annual  Report  dealing  with 
the  Sanitary  Administration  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  1923. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  of  an  “Ordinary”  Report 
as  laid  down  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  859. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  this  Report  is  designed  on  restricted 
lines,  similar  to  those  laid  down  for  previous  reports. 

You  will  note  in  another  part  of  the  Report  that  the  only  infectious 
disease  occurring  in  epidemic  form  during  the  year  was  Measles. 

Five  “sporadic”  cases  of  Small-pox  which  occurred  during  the 
year  will  also  be  referred  to. 

A  Refuse  Screening  Plant  has  been  erected  during  the  year.  With 
the  aid  of  this  machinery  the  greater  part  of  the  fine  material  and 
dust  will  be  extracted  from  the  refuse,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  by 
means  of  this  additional  process  it  will  be  possible  to  effect  the  com¬ 
bustion  of  the  whole  of  the  burnable  refuse.  This  will  mean  that 
there  will  be  no  dumping  of  household  refuse  within  the  Borough. 

This  will  no  doubt  be  a  hygienic  improvement  of  incalculable  value 
to  the  town  as  a  whole. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  loyal  assistance  which  I  have  received 
from  each  member  of  my  Staff  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  I  have  appreciated  very  highly  the  assistance  and 
the  co-operation  of  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district,  especially 


fi¬ 


at  that  time  when  Small-pox  was  prevalent.  They  have  done  every¬ 
thing  in  their  power  to  assist  me  in  checking  the  outbreak  by  bringing 
to  my  notice  doubtful  cases,  and  in  urging  their  patients  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination. 

Thanks  are  due  also  to  the  officers  of  other  Departments  for  help 
and  advice  in  matters  of  joint  interest. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  interest  in  my  work  as  well  as  the 
courtesy  and  consideration  shown  to  me  throughout  the  year  by  your 
Committee. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  E.  WILSON. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29786848 
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GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
for  the  year  1923. 


POPULATION. —  The  Registrar  -  General’s  corrected  population 
figure  for  the  Borough  of  Mansfield  is  46,270  for  the  year  1928. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  population  in  the  various 
Wards : — 


Population 

North  Ward  . 

17,115 

South  Ward  . 

14,616 

East  Ward  . 

14,539 

Total 

46,270 

Area  (in  acres)  .  . 

Population  (Census  1921)  ...  . 

,,  (Estimated  1923)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

,,  Families  or  separate  Occupiers  (1928) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 


..  7,068 

..  45,190 

..  46,270 

..  9,297 

9,680 
£163,675 
Nett  £615 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  YITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births  and  Birth-rate. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

485 

490 

975 

Illegitimate 

16 

21 

87 

1,012 

During  the  year  1,012  births  were  registered  as  belonging  to  the 
Borough. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  Borough  was  21.9  per  1,000  per  annum,  as 
compared  with  21.6  in  1922.  The  birth-rate  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  which  is  19.7  per  1,000  per 
annum. 

The  “natural  increase”  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1928 
was  520,  as  compared  with  575  in  the  previous  year.  Further  informa¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  births  and  deaths  will  be  found  in  the  section  of 
this  Report  dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Deaths  and  Death-rate. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  .  492 

Death-rate  .  10.6  per  1,000  population. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

23 

,,  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  ... 

9 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

1 

Fatal  cases  of  Measles  occurred  within  the  following  age  groups  : — 
Under  1  year,  6;  age  1  to  5  years,  18;  and  age  5  to  15  years,  4. 

The  extremely  small  number  of  deaths  in  children  under  two  years 
from  Diarrhoea  is  highly  satisfactory. 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  under  review  492  deaths  were  registered 
as  belonging  to  the  Borough,  and  the  death-rate  was  10.6  per  1,000 
per  annum,  as  compared  with  9.0  per  1,000  in  1922.  The  death-rate 
is  lower  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  11.6  per  1,000 
per  annum. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Cause 

Number 

Rate  per 

1,000 

population 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

52 

1.12 

Pneumonia  . 

50 

1.08 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

44 

.95 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  ... 

42 

.90 

Congenital  Debility,  etc . 

42 

.90 

Bronchitis  . 

40 

.86 

Complete  tabulation  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in 
Table  III. 

Deaths  from  Cancer. 

The  mortality-rate  from  this  disease  (0.9  per  1,000  population)  is 
not  above  the  general  mortality-rate  from  this  cause.  In  the  year 
1921  this  figure  stood  at  1.21  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  disease  is  one  which  occurs  more  frequently  with  advancing 
age ;  for  example,  one  person  in  seven  over  the  age  of  30  dies  of 
cancer,  one  in  six  over  the  age  of  40. 

Sir  George  Newman  has  described  this  disease  as  being  the  only 
one  of  the  six  principal  killing  diseases  which  is  definitely  and 
uniformly  increasing. 
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The  discovery  of  a  cure  for  it  lies  in  the  study  of  its  cause.  Cancer 
research  should  be  placed  beyond  any  position  in  which  its  work  is 
hampered  through  lack  of  funds. 

During  1928  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  has  launched  a  strong 
appeal  for  support  of  their  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign. 

Success  of  such  campaign  can  only  be  attained  by  co-ordination 
of  all  possible  agencies,  e.g.,  medicine,  surgery,  pathology,  hygiene, 
vital  statistics,  growth  and  disease  of  plant  life  and  animal  life  have 
all  a  bearing  on  this  vast  question. 

Early  diagnosis  of  the  disease  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  Its 
painlessness  in  the  early  stage  lulls  the  patient  into  a  sense  of  false 
security.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  would  recommend  the  advisability 
of  establishing  as  a  part  of  the  general  scheme  of  disease  prevention  a 
Cancer  Clinic,  to  which  persons  could  go  for  advice  in  regard  to  any 
lumps,  warty  growths,  or  ulcerated  conditions. 

Such  a  Clinic  would  be  primarily  a  means  towards  early 
diagnosis. 

Mischievous  apprehension  of  the  disease  is  often  circulated  by 
advertising  quack  medicine  vendors ;  such  fears  would,  in  many 
instances,  be  allayed  by  obtaining  a  skilled  opinion. 

I  am  submitting  below  a  scheme  in  which  the  general  death-rate 
and  the  infantile  death-rate  (which  is  included  in  the  general  death- 
rate)  are  shewn  side  by  side  in  the  form  of  a  monthly  table.  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  highest  general  death-rate  and  infantile 
death-rate  occurred  in  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May,  and  are 
mainly  due  to  those  causes  which  will  be  found  in  my  notes  on 
infantile  mortality-rate*  This  table  makes  it  clear  that  the  high 
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infantile  death-rate  prevailing  at  this  period  was  the  responsible  factor 
in  producing  the  high  annual  death-rate. 


Month 

General 

Death-rate 

Infantile 

Mortality-rate 

January  . 

10.09 

84.8 

February  . 

11.9 

80.0 

March  . 

17.5 

189.8 

April . 

12.8 

147.7 

May  . 

12.0 

141.2 

June  . 

7.8 

52.6 

July  . 

9.4 

74.4 

August  . 

6.5 

50.0 

September  . 

6.5 

85.7 

October  . 

9.4 

106.6 

November  . 

11.7 

39.4 

December  . 

9.4 

84.3 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  (i.e.,  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  births). 


Legitimate  ... 

...  ...  88.4 

Illegitimate 

.  216.2 

Total'  92.9 

One  notes  that  the  infantile  mortality-rate  for  the  past  year  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  very  low  rate  shewn  in  1922  (61.5). 

The  infantile  deaths  reached  the  highest  point  during  the  months 
of  March  and  April,  and  must  be  associated  with  the  epidemic  of 
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Measles  which  was  prevalent  during  these  months.  Six  infantile 
deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  disease,  but,  as  well,  I  feel  sure 
that  a  large  number  of  the  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  were  the  sequel  to  an  attack  of  Measles. 

During  this  epidemic  of  Measles  there  was  a  remarkable  prevalence 
of  easterly  winds,  accompanied  by  low  temperature  and  deficiency  of 
the  normal  amount  of  sunshine.  Such  conditions  are  undoubtedly 
inimical  to  the  health  of  the  infantile  population. 

Twenty-three  deaths  were  due  to  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 
during  the  year. 

The  high  rate  was  maintained  throughout  the  month  of  May, 
and  I  find  that  during  that  month  seven  deaths  of  children  were 
attributable  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  Such  deaths  were,  I  think, 
due  to  the  cold  and  dull,  almost  wintry  weather  which  occurred  so 
unexpectedly  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

The  general  duration  of  sunshine  during  the  year  was  appreciably 
below  the  average. 

Thirty-eight  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  Debility  and 
Prematurity  as  compared  with  twenty-one  in  1922,  and  no  doubt  the 
main  causative  factor  in  the  production  of  such  deaths  would  be  the 
climatic  conditions  above  mentioned. 

Over-crowding  must  be  considered  as  an  important  accessory  factor 
in  the  production  of  a  high  infantile  death-rate. 

Complete  tabulation  of  the  causes  of  infantile  mortality  will  be 
found  in  Table  IV.  A  comparison  of  infantile  mortality  rates  will 
be  found  in  Table  V. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


These  will  be  found  in  Table  II.  One  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred  during1  the  vear. 

O  c/ 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. — 55.1  %  of  deaths  registered  as  due 
to  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  notified  cases,  so  that  the  44.9  %  of  such 
cases  bad  not  previously  been  notified. 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  not  epidemic  during  the 
year,  although  at  times  the  hospital  accommodation  was  taxed  to 
its  fullest  capacity. 

Small  Pox. — During  the  year  under  review  five  cases  occurred 
within  the  Borough,  the  first  two  of  these  cases  being  notified  on  the 
same  day  in  July.  Previous  to  this  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of 
this  disease  had  occurred  in  the  surrounding  villages,  so  that  the 
invasion  of  this  town  had  been  more  or  less  fully  anticipated. 

The  first  two  cases  which  were  both  discovered  on  the  same  day 
were  in  two  unvaccinated  school  boys,  aged  six  and  seven  years, 
attending  two  different  schools.  Fortunately  the  schools  in  the  town 
were  closed,  and  so  this  possible  source  of  spread  of  infection  was 
obviated. 

On  the  following  day  two  brothers,  aged  two  and  three  years 
respectively,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  it.  These  were  also 
unvaccinated.  All  four  cases  were  immediately  removed  to  the  City 
of  Nottingham  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

One  must  look  upon  these  as  being  “  sporadic  ”  cases  of  the  disease, 
and  no  doubt  due  to  infection  by  some  convalescent  case  of  the  disease 
who  had  visited  the  town. 

The  last  case  occurred  in  October  in  an  unvaccinated  miner,  aged 
sixty  years.  This  was  also  a  “  sporadic  ”  case,  and  had  no  connection 
with  the  cases  which  occurred  early  in  the  year. 
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Valuable  assistance  was  given  to  me  by  the  Press  in  bringing  to 
the  notice  of  the  public  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination,  and 
from  figures  supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  Little  wood,  Public  Vaccinator,  I 
should  estimate  that  about  6,000  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations 
were  performed  at  that  time. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  other  cases  of  Small  Pox  occurring 
within  the  Borough  or  in  outside  districts  were  traceable  to  these  cases. 

By  putting  into  operation  Section  7  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act,  1889,  making  Chicken  Pox  notifiable,  I  was  able  to 
keep  in  touch  with  all  suspicious  cases. 

The  form  of  the  disease  was  extremely  mild,  and  all  five  patients 
recovered  completely  after  a  brief  period  of  illness. 

Other  Causes  of  Sickness. — The  only  excessive  incidence  of 
non-notifiable  disease  during  the  year  was  that  of  Measles,  which 
occurred  in  epidemic  form  during  the  months  of  February  and  March, 
and  resulted  in  the  closure  of  several  Infants’  Departments. 


NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND 

OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 


Nursing  in  the  Home.  (a)  General. — The  Local  Authority  have 
arranged  for  the  provision  of  nurses  through  the  Mansfield  and 
District  Nursing  Association,  in  all  necessitous  cases  unable  to  attend 
the  Clinic  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  (b)  No  home 
nursing  assistance  was  provided  for  infectious  disease  during  1928. 
Supervision  is,  however,  exercised  over  cases  not  admitted  to  hospital. 

MidwiYes. — There  are  thirteen  practising  midwives  in  the  town ; 
none  of  these  are  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority.  Their  supervision 
is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


The  following  Clinics  exist  in  the  town  : — 

1.  — Two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  under  the  Local  Authority. 

2.  — One  School  Clinic  under  the  Education  Committee. 

8. — One 'Tuberculosis  Dispensary  under  the  Nottinghamshire  County 
Council. 

4. — One  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  under  the  Nottinghamshire  County 
Council. 

Consultations  and  treatment  are  provided  at  the  above  by  the 
respective  Authorities. 

Every  assistance  has  been  rendered  in  all  instances  where  patients 
have  been  sent  for  consultation  or  treatment  to  the  Centres  controlled 
by  the  Nottinghamshire  County  Council. 


HOSPITALS. 


1.  — Mansfield  General  Hospital,  under  the  control  of  a  Voluntary 

Committee. 

2.  — Ransom  Sanatorium,  Batcher  Hill,  for  Tuberculosis,  under  the 

Notts.  County  Council. 

8. — Forest  Isolation  Hospital,  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric 
Fever,  etc.,  under  the  Local  Authority. 

4.  — Small-pox  Hospital,  under  the  Local  Authority. 

5.  — Poor  Law  Infirmary,  under  the  control  of  the  Guardians. 

6.  — A  Maternity  Bed  is  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 

General  Hospital  for  complicated  maternity  cases. 
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There  is  no  special  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children  in  the  district  other  than 
that  provided  by  the  Poor  Law  Union  Infirmary. 

There  is,  however,  the  Mansfield  and  District  Association  for  the  Help 
and  Protection  of  Girls ,  which  endeavours  to  secure  the  admission  of 
unmarried  mothers  to  outside  institutions. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(a)  Infectious  Cases. — An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  infectious  cases.  A  scheme  has  now  been  approved  for 
the  erection  of  an  Ambulance  Station  at  the  Forest  Fever  Hospital, 
which  will,  when  complete,  facilitate  the  immediate  removal  of  all 
urgent  cases. 

(b)  Other  Cases . — An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  British  Red 
Cross,  and  maintained  by  voluntary  contributions,  for  accidents  and 
non-infectious  cases. 

 „  ♦  r  


LABORATORY  WORK. 


During  the  year  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water  was  car¬ 
ried  out  by  Dr.  Topley,  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester, 
and  quarterly  examinations  from  each  of  the  wells  at  Ciipstone  and 
Rainworth  were  made.  These  were  in  every  instance  quite  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  bacteriological  examinations  performed 
in  the  Laboratory  at  the  Public  Plealth  Offices  during  the  year  1923. 
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The  work  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  E.  Y.  Hardwick,  under  the  direction 


of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

137 

411 

548 

T.B.  Sputum 

4 

17 

21 

Ringworm 

2 

1 

3 

Anthrax... 

2 

1 

3 

Miscellaneous  ... 

9 

8 

17 

Totals 

154 

438 

592 

By  doing  this  work  in  our 

own  Laboratory  we 

are  enabled  to 

obtain  the  results  of  examination  much  more  quickly  than  if  the 
specimens  had  to  be  sent  to  an  outside  Laboratory. 


It  should  also  be  noted  that  a  great  saving  is  effected  by  the 
operation  of  this  department,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  scale  of 
fees  recently  submitted  by  an  outside  Laboratory : — 


Diphtheria  Bacillus  Test 
Tubercle  Bacillus  ,, 

Ringworm  ,, 

Anthrax  Bacillus  ,, 


6/-  each 
...  3/6  ,, 

...  5/-  „ 

...  £1/1/-  „ 


The  working  cost  of  this  department  is  almost  negligible,  the 
preparation  and  sterilization  of  all  media  being  carried  out  in 
the  Laboratory. 

The  total  cost  of  the  above  investigations  if  carried  out  at  an 
outside  Laboratory  would  amount  to  about  £180. 


Supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin. — This  is  supplied  for  the  use 

of  practitioners  in  necessitous  cases. 

Supply  of  Disinfectants. — A  standard  disinfectant  is  issued  on 
application  in  12-oz.  bottles  for  home  disinfection  in  all  houses  where 
Tuberculosis  or  other  infectious  disease  is  present. 
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LOCAL  ACTS  AND  ABGPTIYE  ACTS. 


There  are  two  Local  Acts  in  force ; — 

The  Mansfield  Corporation  Act,  1901. 

The  Mansfield  Corporation  Act,  1905. 

These  contain  sanitary  provisions  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  this  Authority : — 

Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  sections  6  and  7. 

Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  6th  December,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889 — 

Adopted  1st  January,  1890. 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — 

Adopted  1st  July,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  parts  2,  3,  4  and  5-— 

Adopted  1st  July,  1892. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts — 

Adopted  9th  November,  1892. 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 — 

Adopted  25th  March,  1894. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907 — 

Adopted  1st  January,  1909. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  sections  21,  22  and 
32  (Part  II.);  35,  46  and  50  (Part  III.);  63  and  64  (Part  IV.); 

and  95  (Part  X.)  Adopted  13th  January,  1922. 

Bye-laws  are  in  force  regarding  new  streets  and  buildings,  the 
cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements,  offensive  trades,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  common  lodging-houses,  sanitary  conveniences,  public  baths, 
pleasure  grounds,  tents,  vans  and  sheds. 

Bye-laws  re  “  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ”  were  approved  during  the 
year. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  of 
1885  are  in  force. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  ninth  Annual  Report. 

General  Sanitation. — A  large  amount  of  repair  work  has  been 
done,  including  much  that  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  1922. 
This  is  very  satisfactory. 

Conversion  work  in  connection  with  the  conservancy  system  has 
been  at  a  standstill. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  particulars  of  unsatisfactory 
methods  of  sewage  and  refuse  disposal  still  remaining  in  the  Borough: — 


Number  of  privies 

87 

Premises  supplied 

108 

„  pail  closets 

868 

398 

,,  waste-water  closets 

56 

56 

,,  ashpits 

405 

724 

The  conversion  to  recognised  sanitary  types  of  closets  and  ashpits 
during  the  last  two  years  has  been  as  follows : — 


Year 

Privies  Pail  closets 

converted  to  converted  to 
W.C.’s  W.C.’s 

Waste- water 
closets 
converted  to 
W.C.’s 

Ashpits 
replaced  by 
regulation 
ashbins 

1922 

2  3 

14 

52 

1923 

1  1 

— 

72 

Milk  Supply. 

— The  number  of  milch 

cows  kept  in 

the  Borough 

during 

the  year 

has  increased,  as  will 

be  seen  in 

the  following 

Table  :• 

1922 

1923 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  use  in  the  Borough  43 

38 

milch  cows  in  the  Borough  ...  229 

242 

milk  purveyors... 

51 

52 

,,  milk  wholesalers  ...  ...  —  83 

During  the  year  250  inspections  were  conducted  in  regard  to  the 
premises  of  purveyors  of  milk. 
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During  the  year  samples  of  milk  have  been  tested  for  the  presence 
of  dirt.  When  found  dirty  a  letter  has  been  sent  to  the  purveyor  and 
passed  on  by  him  to  the  producer.  In  most  cases  this  has  resulted  in 
the  farmer  taking  more  precautions. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. — Much  consideration  and  time  has 
been  devoted  to  this  work,  with  good  results,  as  will  be  seen  from  a 
perusal  of  the  summary  submitted  herewith. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BERNARD  ALLMAN. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE,  1923. 


Summary  of  work  done,  including  'that'  in  connection  with  House- 
to-House  Inspection  on  informal  or  statutory  notices,  etc.,  served  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.,  as  the  result  of  inspections:  — 


Number  of  Defects,  etc., 
remedied  on  : 
Informal  Statutory- 
Notices  Notices 

Drains  amended,  repaired  or  re-constructed...  ...  878  53 

Drains,  w.c.’s  and  gullies  cleansed  ... 

772 

20 

Fall  pipes  and  eaves  spouts  cleansed  or  repaired 

183 

17 

W.C.’s  and  privies  repaired  ... 

223 

19 

Additional  w.c.’s  provided 

8 

2 

Privies  converted  into  w.c.’s  ... 

1 

0 

Pail  closets  converted  into  w.c.’s 

1 

0 

Dry  dustbins  provided 

530 

40 

,,  ,,  in  lieu  of  ashpits  abolished  ... 

141 

0 

Dilapidations  repaired  (including  roofs,  ceilings,  walls 
and  floors 

114 

25 

Yards,  passages  or  pavements  repaired 

398 

0 

Defective  light  and  ventilation 

48 

8 

Dirty  premises  limewashed  and  cleansed 

19 

0 

Over-crowding  of  dwellings  abated  ... 

1 

0 

Nuisances  abated  from  keeping  animals  and  fowls  ... 

51 

2 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

1 

0 

Manure  and  refuse  removed  ... 

32 

0 

Miscellaneous  ... 

302 

10 

Total  of  defects  remedied  or  nuisances  abated  ... 

3,203 

196 

21 


Table  showing  premises  inspected,  notices  served,  complaints  regis¬ 
tered,  notices  complied  with,  etc. : — 


Number  of  complaints  registered  ... 

,,  premises  inspected 

„  workshops  inspected  (F.  and  W.  A.)  ... 

,,  informal  notices  served... 

„  ,,  ,,  complied  with 

„  notices  served  ... 

„  „  complied  with  ... 

,,  inspections 

,,  houses  inspected  under  Housing  and  Town 

Planning  Act  ... 

,,  houses  inspected  in  which  defeufc  were  found 

and  office  notices  served 


381 

3,217 

378 

1,768 

1,543 

204 

187 

5,825 

289 

273 


)) 


}) 


houses  inspected  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
without  serving  Closing  Order  ...  ...  254 

cases  of  infectious  diseases  investigated  ...  205 

articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  ...  ...  10,787 


Summary  of  Food  Inspection. 

The  duties  include  the  inspection  of  meat,  fish,  fruit,  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  and  all  wholesale  and  retail  premises  where  food  is  sold  or 
prepared  for  sale. 

SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED  I — ■ 


Beef 

Tons 

...  1 

cwts. 

16 

lbs. 

84 

Mutton  ... 

...  0 

6 

72 

Pork 

...  0 

4 

42 

Edible  organs  ... 

1 

10 

17 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables  ... 

...  0 

10 

71 

Fish  and  game  ... 

0 

5 

56 

Shell  fish 

...  0 

3 

42 

Fruit  (green) 

...  0 

12 

83 

Rabbits  ... 

...  0 

1 

31 

Sausages 

...  0 

1 

68 

Corned  beef 

...  0 

1 

56 

Turkeys  ... 

...  0 

0 

58 

Total 

5 

17 

8 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  carcases  surrendered 
in  addition  to  the  above  : — 

Beasts  ...  ...  .  .  8  Tuberculosis 

1  Pulmonary  Gangrene 
1  Septic  Pericarditis  and  Tuberculosis 
1  Gangrenous  Cystitis  and  Uraemia 
Sheep  ...  ...  ...  1  Pneumonia  (Moribund) 

Summary  of  Premises  Inspected. 

Slaughter-houses,  butchers’  and  provision  shops,  and 

meat  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,062  visits 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250  „ 

The  Markets  are  also  regularly  inspected  each  Market  Day,  and 
very  little  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 


B.  Allman. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  201 

Inspections  made  to  workshops  and  factories  ...  ...  ...  267 

Six  notices  of  occupation  and  seven  notices  of  nuisances  have  been 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  during  the  year. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  sanitary  defects  found  in  workshops, 


workplaces  and  factories  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  1 

„  „  not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ...  1 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  roofs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  ...  45 


Seven  outworkers’  lists  were  received  from  employers,  notifying 
thirty-four  outworkers. 

All  the  outworkers’  premises  were  inspected  at  least  once  during 
the  year. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  at  any  of  the  outworkers’ 
premises  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919 

or  1928  : — 

(1 )  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  16 


24 


1. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  chvelling-houses  inspected  for  housing- 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  289 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respeets  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  273 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officer  s  ...  .*»  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close 


0 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  187 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

(■ b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 

Orders  wrere  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 

tion  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ”...  ...  ...  ...  0 

During  the  year  the  “  Clerkson’s  Alley  Improvement  Scheme”  was 
submitted  to  your  Committee  and  approved.  This  scheme  proposes 
to  deal  with  an  area  of  2.266  acres,  containing  seventy-three  houses 
situated  in  Clerkson’s  Alley,  Bull  Yard,  Union  Court,  Thompson’s 
Alley,  Alfred  Court,  Nag’s  Head  lTard  and  Cross  Keys  Yard,  all  of 
which  are  included  in  the  triangular  area  bounded  by  Clumber  Street, 
Leeming  Street  and  Westgate. 

This  can  only  be  regarded  as  the  commencement  ■  of  a  scheme 
which  must  go  on  until  all  the  decayed  and  derelict  property,  where 
fresh  air  and  sunshine  are  almost  unknown,  is  swept  away,  and  the 
slum-dwellers  of  this  town  are  re-housed  under  those  hygienic  con- 
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ditions  and  surroundings  which  will  not  only  benefit  their  health  but 
uplift  their  sense  of  citizenship. 

Need  of  Houses. 

The  greatest  need  of  this  Borough  is  “  Houses.”  There  is  a  very 
large  amount  of  over-crowding,  but,  unfortunately,  the  house  shortage 
makes  it  impossible  to  take  the  necessary  action  in  every  case. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


inspection  of  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold. — This 

Authority  has  not  secured  any  special  powers  in  regard  to  places  where 
food  is  prepared. 

Full  advantage,  however,  is  taken  of  section  116  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  and  in  this  connection  systematic  visiting  of  food 
preparing  places  is  made. 

It  would  seem  advisable  in  any  future  Public  Health  Acts  that 
power  should  be  secured  to  enable  the  Health  Authority  to  have  more 
control  over  the  preparation  and  storage  of  such  articles  as  ice-cream. 

The  general  handling  of  food  seems  to  call  for  more  attention,  not 
only  in  shops,  but  on  the  stalls  in  the  Market  Place,  where  such  a 
large  amount  of  foodstuffs  and  confectionery  is  exposed  for  sale. 

Bread. — During  the  past  year  a  number  of  Authorities  have  called 
attention  to  the  contamination  of  bread  on  delivery  from  the  bake¬ 
house.  Bread  is  very  absorbent,  and  offers  a  ready  lodging  place 
for  germs. 

The  remedy  consists  of  wrapping  every  loaf  in  waxed  paper  before 
it  leaves  the  bake-house.  Machines  for  wrapping  bread  are  now 
manufactured  both  in  America  and  in  England,  and  no  doubt  public 
opinion  will  in  the  near  future  urge  the  baking  trade  to  adopt  this 
hygienic  method  of  protecting  one  of  our  most  frequently  used 
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foodstuffs.  The  waxed  paper  also  keeps  the  loaf  fresh  by  preventing 
evaporation.  More  care  should  be  taken  in  the  shops  by  providing 
proper  uniform  for  assistants  instead  of  allowing  cakes  and  con¬ 
fectionery  to  be  sold  by  girls  in  soiled  blouses. 

Milk. — A  lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  “  Milk  Designations  Order” 
was  given  to  Mansfield  and  District  Dairyman’s  Association  by 
Mr.  Allman,  on  29th]  March.  In  this  address  an  urgent  appeal  was 
made  to  the  local  trade  to  make  some  effort  towards  the  supply  of 
“  Graded  ”  milk  within  the  Borough. 

During  1928  I  attended,  through  your  courtesy,  two  Milk  Con¬ 
ferences,  one  at  Sutton  Bonnington  on  the  subject  of  “  Clean  Milk,” 
and  the  National  Milk  Conference  on  “  Pasteurisation  ”  held  at  the 
Guildhall  in  November. 

I  consider  it  important  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  conclusions 
brought  home  by  these  two  conferences. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  dispute  the  superiority  of  “  Certified  ”  or 
“  Grade  A”  milk.  The  production  of  such  milk  so  as  to  conform  with 
the  standards  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  should  be  encouraged  by  every 
means  in  our  power,  but  the  price  of  such  milk  often  puts  it  beyond 
the  purse  of  many  parents  who  would  wish  to  give  it  to  their  infants 
and  young  children.  The  additional  expense  involved  also  makes  it  a 
relatively  non-paying  financial  proposition  for  the  producer. 

As  well,  to  carry  out  the  production  of  such  milk  one  must  have 
not  only  perfectly  healthy  cows,  but  also  clean  cows.  Clean  cowsheds 
and  receptacles  are  also  necessary,  and,  as  well,  clean  milkers.  So 
many  human  factors  enter  into  this  calculation  that  one  hesitates  to 
say  whether  it  is  possible  to  establish  and  maintain  throughout  the 
865  days  of  the  year,  a  supply  of  such  pure  and  clean  milk.  To 
perfect  such  a  scheme  the  actual  milker,  the  most  important  factor  in 
production,  would  require  a  thorough  training  in  Bacteriology. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  grave  risk  of  infection  of  infants 
and  young  children  by  means  of  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus 
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in  raw  milk,  and  it  behoves  us,  therefore,  to  consider  every  other 
possible  means  of  making  milk  safe. 

I  consider  that  such  safety  is  obtained  in  Pasteurised  milk. 
In  this  process  the  milk  is  “held”  at  a  temperature  of  145°  F.  for 
thirty  minutes. 

The  opponents  of  Pasteurisation  state  that  the  process  is  a  con¬ 
fession  of  weakness.  It  is  idle  to  dwell  upon  such  a  doctrine  in  face 
of  the  difficulties  in  the  production  of  a  pure  raw  milk,  and  unfair  to 
suggest  that  some  alternative  process  should  not  be  resorted  to. 

With  regard  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  Bacillus  Tuberculosis  in 
Pasteurised  milk,  I  shall  quote  a  recent  article  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Public  Health: — “Dr.  Bartlett  of  the  Connecticut  State  Laboratories 
found  40-50%  of  the  samples  of  mixed  milk  before  Pasteurisation 
containing  Tubercle  Bacillus,  and  proving  fatal  to  guinea-pigs.  After 
Pasteurisation  of  the  same  tested  specimens  not  one  gave  a  fatal 
result.”  Mr.  Joseph  Race,  of  Devonshire  Hospital,  Buxton,  has 
applied  the  same  test  to  fifty  mixed  samples,  and  no  fatal  results  were 
obtained. 

The  results  of  such  tests  show  that  under  ordinary  conditions  this 
organism  is  either  killed  or  so  reduced  in  virulence  that  it  cannot 
reproduce  the  disease. 

Of  the  three  or  four  Vitamines  present  in  milk,  only  one,  Vitamine 
C  (an  anti-scorbutic  agent),  is  altered  to  any  appreciable  degree  by  the 
process  of  heating.  Recent  investigations,  however,  disclose  the  fact 
that  the  diminution  of  this  substance  is  not  quite  so  much  as  it  was 
at  first  thought  to  be.  There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in 
regard  to  these  Vitamines  generally  in  the  more  modern  methods  of 
carrying  out  the  process,  particularly  as  regards  the  exclusion  of  air. 

This  deficiency  can  be  met  by  the  administration  of  small  quan¬ 
tities  of  fresh  fruit  juice  in  the  case  of  young  infants. 

Furthermore,  raw  milk  has  a  high  bacterial  content,  due  largely  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  an  excellent  medium  for  germs  to  grow  and  multiply 
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in.  While  many  of  these  are  harmless  germs — many  indeed  being 
helpful  to  the  process  of  food  absorption — the  majority  are  a  source 
of  possible  danger. 

Professor  Beattie,  of  Liverpool,  took  the  average  of  forty-five 
samples  of  raw  milk  in  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Sheffield,  Newcastle 
and  London,  and  found  the  total  number  of  bacteria  per  c.c.  per 
sample  was  20,000,000. 

x4  sample  of  Pasteurised  milk  must  contain  less  than  100,000 
bacteria  per  c.c.,  and  many  samples  contain  less  than  20,000,  so  that 
the  destruction  of  bacteria  under  the  process  of  Pasteurisation  is  a 
very  real  thing. 

The  reduction  of  total  organisms  from  20,000,000,  say,  to  100,000, 
together  wfith  the  elimination  of  disease  producing  strains,  is  surely  a 
reform  for  which  the  extra  cost  (usually  one  penny  per  quart)  is 
money  well  spent. 

As  well,  the  system  of  distribution  in  a  sterile  sealed  bottle  ensures 
the  safe  delivery  of  the  same  into  the  customer’s  house. 

Its  additional  keeping  qualities  should  also  add  to  its  popularity 
as  a  household  article  of  food,  and  an  increased  milk  consumption 
would  not  only  benefit  the  health  of  the  people,  but  would  bring 
about  an  extension  of  work  and  trade  to  the  agriculturist  and 
farming  industry  as  a  whole. 

Slaughter-Houses. — Fourteen  slaughter-houses  are  at  present 
occupied  in  the  Borough. 

Two  licences  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 

One  licensed  slaughter-house  was  closed. 

The  majority  of  those  in  use  are  not  only  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose,  but  are  also  seriously  over-crowded. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  only  solution  to  the  present  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  would  be  the  provision  of  a  public  abattoir,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  early  next  year  a  scheme  for  such  provision  will 
be  launched. 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. — A  Disinfecting  Station  is 
provided  at  the  Destructor  Works,  equipped  with  a  Washington  Lyons 
high  pressure  steam  disinfector. 

All  clothing  and  bedding  disinfection  is  carried  out  here,  following 
upon  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease. 

In  all  cases  of  death  from  Tuberculosis  and  from  Cancer,  an 
Inspector  calls  and  offers  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  as 
required,  in  addition  to  disinfection  of  the  house.  This  is  practically 
in  every  case  accepted. 

In  an  adjoining  room  a  bath  (with  steam  pipe  heater)  is  provided, 
so  that  persons  requiring  disinfestation  may  have  the  body  cleansed 
simultaneously  with  the  disinfection  and  sterilisation  of  their  clothing. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Milk  and  Cream 
Regulations. — The  County  Council  are  the  Authority  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Analyst  to  the  Nottinghamshire 
County  Council  I  submit  a  report  of  the  result  of  the  analyses  of 
articles  of  food  taken  within  the  Borough  of  Mansfield  during  the 


year. 


Articles 

Samples 

Correct 

Incorrect 

Result 

Butter 

4 

4 

— 

Genuine 

Beer  ... 

2 

2 

— 1 — 

Lard 

B 

B 

_ — 

)> 

Malt  Vinegar 

3 

3 

— 

55 

Margarine  . . . 

4 

4 

— 

55 

Bice  ... 

1 

1 

— 

55 

Sponge  Cakes 

1 

— 

1 

Unsatisfactory 

Rock  Cake  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Genuine 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

Currant  Cake 

1 

1 

— 

81 


Number  of  Informal  Samples  of  Milk  tested  by  Inspectors 


by  “Gerber”  Tester: — 


Correct 

Incorrect 

Total 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Inspectors... 

177 

10 

187 

Number  submitted  by  milk  retailers  and 

producers  to  the  Inspectors 

751 

25 

776 

Number  taken  at  farms  ... 

38 

40 

78 

Totals 

966 

75 

1,041 

Smoke  Abatement. — Observations  are  regularly  made  in  cases  of 
those  chimneys  known  to  be  liable  to  over-pollution  of  the  air. 

An  over-production  of  smoke  is  often  more  due  to  the  stoker  than 
to  the  construction  of  the  chimney. 

The  observation  is  taken  over  a  period  of  one  hour,  keeping  a  time 
record  of  periods  noted  under  the  headings : — 

Black  smoke, 

Moderately  black  smoke, 

Slight  smoke  or  none. 

These  periods  are  then  added  so  as  to  judge  whether  the  emission 
of  black  smoke  is  so  excessive  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance. 

In  ordinary  cases  of  fault  a  visit  is  made  to  the  manager  or  owner 
of  the  works,  pointing  out  the  grounds  of  complaint.  This  usually 
leads  to  an  improvement. 

In  more  serious  cases  the  usual  procedure  of  dealing  with  a 
“nuisance”  is  followed. 

Number  of  observations  ...  ...  ...  5 


Smoke  nuisance  abated 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Births. — During  the  year  1,028  births  were  registered  in  the 
Borough  (twenty-five  of  these  being  non-residents — seventeen  females 
and  eight  males).  Of  these,  520  were  females  and  508  males. 

The  Registrar-General’s  corrected  figures  give  the  total  number  of 
1,012  births,  of  which  501  were  males  and  511  females 


The  number  of  notified  births  which  occurred  in  the  Borough,  as 
distinct  from  those  registered,  is  1,080.  Of  these,  958  were  attended 
by  midwives  and  seventy-seven  by  doctors. 


Of  these  births  there  were  notified — 

(a)  By  midwives 

(b)  By  doctors 
Unnotified 


Unnotified  births — 

Attended  by  doctors 

,,  midwives  ... 


976 

35 

19 

1,030 


12 

7 


19 


Illegitimacy. — During  the  year  thirty-nine  illegitimate  births 
were  registered,  seven  of  these  being  non-residents. 

The  Registrar- General’s  corrected  figure  is  thirty-seven. 

Still-Births. — Notifications  of  forty-four  still-births  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year. —The  number  as  given  by  the 
Registrar-General  is  ninety-four,  of  which  fifty-one  were  male 
children  and  forty-three  females.  Of  these  eight  were  illegitimate. 


This  gives  an  infant  mortality-rate  of  92.9  per  1,000  children  born, 
a  figure  which  is  not  satisfactory  when  compared  with  the  mortality- 
rate  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  69  per  thousand. 
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The  distribution  of  infantile  deaths  bv  Wards  will  be  found  in  the 


following  Table : — 

North  Ward  (including  Pleasley  Hill)  ...  31 

South  „  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

b  ast  , ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3d 

Total  ...  ...  94 

Pleasley  Hill  alone  ...  ...  ...  5 


It  would  seem  that  the  infantile  mortality-rate  is  higher  in  the 
more  over- crowded  part  of  the  Borough. 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Children. — Eight  deaths  occurred  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  one  was  a  non-resident. 

This  yields  a  rate  of  216.2  based  on  1,000  illegitimate  children 
born. 

Attendances. — The  attendances  at  the  Afternoon  Weighing 
Clinics  were  as  follows : — 


Leeming  Street  (Total  Sessions  100) 

Numbers 

attending 

Number  of 
attendances 

Infants  ... 

733 

4,551 

Expectant  Mothers 

22 

32 

Nursing  ,, 

28 

45 

Children,  one  to  five  years 

544 

2,268 

Totals 

1,327 

6,896 

Pleasley  Hill  (Total  Sessions  47) : — 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ... 

80 

1,126 

Expectant  Mothers 

9 

117 

Nursing  ,, 

12 

72 

Children,  one  to  five  years 

124 

909 

Totals 

225 

2,224 

School  cases 

78 

275 

84 


Attendances  at  the  Medical  Officer’s  Consultations  : — 


Mansfield 

Pleasley 

Hill 

Infants  ... 

707 

132 

Expectant  Mothers 

17 

27 

Nursing  ,, 

42 

73 

Children,  one  to  five  years 

625 

135 

Totals 

1,891 

367 

Mansfield 

Pleasley 

Hill 

Total  Number  of  Afternoon  Sessions  held 

51 

23 

In  addition  to  the  above  attendances,  821  children  made  1,826 
attendances  at  the  Treatment  Centre.  Thus  we  find  that  the  total 
attendances  during  the  year  were  :  — 


Cases  attending 

Number  of  attendances 

|  1,873 

10,946 

Treatment  provided  at  the  Centres. — The  following  Table  will 
give  some  further  particulars  of  the  cases  attending  at  the  Centres  for 
treatment : — 

Numbers  Number  of 
attending  attendances 


Infants,  Ophthalmic  cases 

81 

426 

,,  other  cases 

85 

489 

Children,  one  to  five  years,  Oph- 

thalmic  cases... 

124 

713 

Children,  one  to  five  years,  other 

cases  ... 

24 

183 

Expectant  Mothers 

2 

7 

Nursing  „ 

5 

8 

Totals 

321 

1,826 

Health  Visitors’  Visits.— The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health 


Visitors  during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Visits  to  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,260 

„  Children,  one  to  five  years  ...  ...  1.586 

„  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  181 

„  Special  cases  (M^spi^dcough)  ...  213 

Investigation  of  Still-Births  (six  in  hospital)...  38 

,,  Infant  Deaths  (four  in  hospital)  90 

Visits  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum...  19 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Total  ...  ...  ...  8,495 


These  figures  are  somewhat  below  those  of  last  year,  mainly 
due  to  the  fact  that  for  two  months  of  the  year  we  were  without 
the  services  of  one  of  our  Health  Visitors,  owing  to  Miss  White’s 
resignation. 

Demonstrations. — Six  demonstrations  were  given  of  washing 
and  dressing  babies  and  cot  making.  Three  of  these  were  for  mothers, 
the  other  three  were  for  senior  girls  attending  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  town.  These  Classes  are  conducted  by  Miss  Boden. 

Feeding  of  Necessitous  Mothers. — During  the  year  the  scheme 
for  provision  of  dinners  for  necessitous,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
during  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  and  first  six  months  of 
lactation,  was  continued. 

2,665  dinners  were  served  to  fifty-four  mothers. 

927  dinners  were  provided  for  children  one  to  five  years  of  age. 

Total  number  of  Dinner  Sessions,  231. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Two  cases  were  sent  for  consultation  to  the 
Venereal  Disease  Clinic  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Of  these, 
one  was  negative ;  the  other  was  positive  and  received  the  necessary 
treatment. 
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Treatment  of  Eye  Conditions. — Twenty-one  cases  attending 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  were  referred  to  Dr.  A.  Christie  Reid  for 
necessary  treatment. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — The  following  Table  will  show  the 
incidence  of  this  affection  : — 


Notified 

CASES 

Deaths 

Treated 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

At  home 

Hospital, 
Infant  Wel¬ 
fare  Centre 

19 

Nil 

19 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ward  distribution  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  notified  : — 


North  Ward  ... 

South  ,,  ...  ...  ... 

East  ,,  ...  ...  ... 

Pieasley  Hill  ... 

Total 


5 

2 

10 

2 

19 


Seventeen  cases  were  notified  by  your  Medical  Officer  and  two  by 
private  practitioners. 

The  whole  of  these  cases  were  attended  by  mid  wives,  and  recovered 
satisfactorily. 

Midwives  practising  in  the  district  send  up  all  cases  of  eye 
discharge  for  consultation.  As  the  Welfare  Centre  is  open  each  day, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  immediate  advice. 

Those  showing  the  symptoms  of  this  complaint  come  up  for 
regular  treatment  by  eye  drops  till  well. 

Midwives. — There  are  thirteen  practising  midwives  in  the  Borough. 
Eleven  are  certificated  and  two  registered. 
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Deaths  in  Child-birth. — The  number  of  women  dying  in  or  in 
consequence  of  childbirth  was  three.  Of  these,  one  death  was  due  to 
puerperal  sepsis. 

Maternity  Bed. — Nine  maternity  cases  were  treated  in  the  Mansfield 
Hospital,  under  the  Infant  Welfare  Scheme,  at  a  cost  of  £69  13s.  30d. 

Carburton  Home. —  During  the  year  seven  cases  of  delicate 
children  were  sent  to  Carburton.  They  all  benefited  very  much,  and 
returned  strong  and  healthy. 

This  Home  is  indeed  a  great  boon  to  our  Mansfield  babies.  Here 
they  have  amongst  the  most  beautiful  surroundings  the  benefits  of 
good  food,  fresh  air  and  skilled  nursing. 

This  is  one  of  the  manv  activities  owing  its  initiation  and  success 
to  Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  who  takes  a  very  deep  interest 
in  the  Welfare  movement. 

To  Her  Grace  we  are  also  indebted  for  a  regular  supply  of  rabbits 
and  vegetables,  a  very  helpful  contribution  to  the  daily  dinners  to 
necessitous  mothers  which  are  a  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Centre. 


Staff. — Miss  White  resigned  her  appointment  as  Health  Visitor 
on  10th  April,  1923,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  P.  Goodwin,  who 
commenced  her  duties  on  11th  June. 


Progress  of  Welfare  Work.- 

—More  mothers 

are 

availing  them 

selves  of  the  instruction  and  advice 

given  at  these  Centres. 

This  will  be  clearly 

seen 

from  the  following  Table 

1915 — Number  attending  262; 

Number  of  attendances  1,110 

1916 

>> 

391 

33 

33 

2,801 

1917 

>> 

514 

33 

33 

4,713 

1918 

>) 

859 

33 

33 

6,441 

1919 

33 

934 

33 

33 

5,263 

1920 

33 

1,330 

33 

33 

7,887 

1921 

>3 

1,663 

33 

33 

11,410 

1922 

33 

1,702 

33 

33 

10,498 

1923 

33 

1,873 

33 

33 

10,946 
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These  figures  bespeak  the  growing  interest  of  parents  in  the 
early  upbringing  of  their  children.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to 
the  well-being  of  the  rising  generation  to  supervise  their  early  dietary, 
so  that  it  may  not  lack  in  those  constituents  which  are  essential  for 
growth  and  health. 

You  cannot  build  up  an  A1  nation  other  than  on  the  foundations 
of  an  A1  childhood.  The  renewed  vitality  of  the  infant  life  of  to-day 
will  be  reflected  in  a  revitalised  nation  in  years  to  come. 

I  should  like  to  record  the  very  great  assistance  rendered  by  the 
Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  to  the  working  of  both  Centres. 

Sewing  and  Knitting  Classes  were  organised  by  Mrs.  Gregory,  and 
instruction  in  these  matters  was  rendered  by  Miss  Wakefield 
and  Miss  Gibson.  These  classes  have  proved  extremely  helpful  and 
are  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 

The  Pleasley  Hill  Centre  has  during  the  year  been  transferred  from 
the  Friends’  Adult  School  to  St.  Barnabas’  Schoolroom. 

- -^CK* - 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  THE 

TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  Forest  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  described  in 
detail  in  the  previous  Reports. 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  receiving  treatment  during  the 


ar  were : — 

Number  in 
Hospital, 
Dec.  31st, 
1922 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Deaths 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
Dec.  31st, 
1923 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

14 

96 

83 

2 

25 

Diphtheria 

1 

39 

34 

2 

4 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

Chicken-pox 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— - 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

The  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during  the  year 
was  158. 
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The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was  52.3  days, 
and  of  Diphtheria  44  days.  The  latter  figure  was  much  increased 
by  one  special  case  of  Diphtheria  where  the  persistence  of  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  in  the  nose  and  throat  resulted  in  a  stay  of  274  days.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  this  case  the  cause  of  this  prolonged 
detention  in  hospital  was  that  the  patient  had  at  some  time,  probably 
previous  to  the  attack  of  Diphtheria,  inserted  in  his  nose  a  piece  of 
india-rubber,  which  was  discovered  deeply  embedded  in  the  turbinate 
bones  at  the  back  of  his  nose.  Following  the  withdrawal  of  this  body 
the  infection  rapidly  cleared  up. 

The  average  cost  of  food  per  head  per  day,  patients  and  staff,  was 
1/2. 6d.,  as  compared  with  1/2. Id.  in  1922. 

No  infectious  illness  occurred  amongst  the  staff  of  the  Hospital 
during  the  year. 

Deaths  in  Hospital. — Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  died  during 
the  year.  One  of  these  was  a  severe  type  of  the  disease  accompanied 
by  an  acute  heart  affection.  The  patient  died  twenty  hours  after 
admission.  The  other  was  sent  from  the  District  Hospital,  and  was 
complicated  by  the  presence  of  Pneumonia.  This  patient  died  fifty-six 
hours  after  admission. 

Two  deaths  were  attributable  to  Diphtheria,  one  being  due  to 
paralysis  of  the  innervation  of  the  heart,  rapid  syncope  occurring  on 
the  forty-third  day  after  admission.  The  other  fatal  case  of  Diph¬ 
theria  was  admitted  after  tracheotomy  had  been  performed  by  an 
outside  doctor,  death  ensuing  six-and-a-half  hours  after  admission. 

One  death  from  Measles  also  occurred.  This  was  the  case  of  a 
child  taken  in  on  account  of  the  special  bad  home  circumstances 
suffering  from  Measles  complicated  by  Septicaemia.  Death  occurred 
in  this  case  forty-eight  hours  after  admission. 
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On  the  whole  the  general  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  observed  during 
the  year  was  more  severe  than  that  in  the  previous  year.  Complica¬ 
tions  occurring  in  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were : — 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Suppurative  Tonsillitis...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jaundice...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Return  Cases. — Four  return  cases  occurred  during  the  course  of 
the  year. 

The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  an  ambulance  station  at  the 
Hospital  has  been  referred  to  in  another  part  of  this  Report. 

Puerperal  FeYer. — During  the  year  five  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified.  Three  were  treated  in  the  District  Hospital,  one  was 
treated  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  and  one  was  treated  at  home. 

Small-pox  Hospital. — This  Hospital  was  maintained  in  a  state 
of  preparedness  during  the  year. 

It  was,  however,  thought  advisable  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak 
of  Small-pox  to  have  these  cases  removed  outside  the  Borough,  the 
present  Small-pox  Hospital  being  held  in  readiness  for  use  as  an 
emergency  measure  only,  in  case  sufficient  accommodation  could  not 
be  secured  at  the  City  of  Nottingham  Small-pox  Hospital. 


TABLE  I. 

Yital  Statistics  of  whole  District  daring  1923  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1923. 
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Including  Membraneous  Croup. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  Death :  Civilians  only. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

255 

237 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

14 

9 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

5 

Whooping-cough 

4 

5 

6 

Diphtheria 

- - 

3 

7 

Influenza  . . 

2 

7 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

2 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Kespiratory  System  . . 

22 

17 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

5 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

22 

20 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

14 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

6 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

12 

16 

16 

Heart  Disease 

22 

22 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis  . . 

— 

3 

18 

Bronchitis 

16 

24 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

33 

17 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years) 

1 

— 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

2 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  .. 

1 

6 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis . . 

— 

1 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

— 

2 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature  Birth  . . 

21 

21 

29 

Suicide 

3 

1 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  violence 

13 

4 

31 

Other  defined  Diseases  . . 

52 

39 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown. . 

2 

2 

Special  Causes  (included  above) — 
Poliomyelitis 
Polioencephalitis 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51  43 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3  5 


Total  Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  501  511 

Legitimate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  485  490 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16  21 


Population  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46,270 
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TABLE  IY.:  INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1923. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages 

under  One  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and  1 

under  12  months! 

Total  Deaths 

UNDER  1  YEAR 

(  Certified 

31 

5 

4 

2 

42 

13 

15 

10 

9 

89 

Aft,  Causes  i 

'  Uncertified 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

1 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  _ 

1 

3 

2 

6 

2 

Whooping-cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

Diphtheria 

4 

Infiuenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Tuberculosis,  Intest.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

9 

Syphilis  . . 

10 

Rickets  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

12 

Convulsions 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

13 

Bronchitis  ■  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

1 

1 

9 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

14 

15 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

— 

— 

16 

Gastritis . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18 

Hernia,  Intestinal  Obstruction 

19 

Malformation  . . 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20 

Debility,  Sclerema 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

12 

21 

Icterus  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

22 

Premature  Birth 

21 

4 

1 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

23 

Injury  at  Birth. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Disease  of  Umbilicus  . . 

— 

25 

Atelectasis 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

26 

Lack  of  Care 

27 

Suffocation,  in  bed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Other  violence  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Other  causes 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

8 

Totals 

31 

6 

5 

2 

44 

13 

17 

11 

9 

94 

TABLE  ¥. 

Birth-rate,  Death  rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1923. 

(Provisional  figures.  Populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1923  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table.) 
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